
Neon aquariums that blend the ancient past with an apocalyptic future

Cammie Staros, “What Will Have Being,” installation view. Image courtesy of the artist and Shulamit Nazarian, Los Angeles. Photo by Morgan Waltz.
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Art Insider: Fish swim around submerged ceramic vessels in aquarium ruins

Written by Lindsay Preston Zappas Jan. 26, 2021

This week’s art picks include neon aquariums that blend the ancient past with an apocalyptic
future, reflexology mats that encourage rest and reflection, and a virtual art�pavilion that goes
underground.
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Cammie Staros, “What Will Have Being,” installation view. Image courtesy of the artist and Shulamit Nazarian, Los Angeles. Photo by Morgan Waltz.

After endless months of home-bound isolation, I have been experiencing a bit of over-stimulation when I leave the
house. Graciously, Cammie Staros’ current exhibition�at Shulamit Nazarian slowly brings viewers into a soothing
and mystical realm where fish swim with waving vessels and colored neons slowly shift our perception of color�
over time. The artist riffs off of museum-displays with a series of dramatically spotlit aquariums set into pedestals
or walls. A ceramic sculpture resides submerged into�each watery landscape, creating explorative spaces for
whirling minnows or bulging goldfish. The vessels are loosely modeled after Grecian vases. But Staros’ objects
are�EHQW�DQG�ZDUSHG��DV�LQ�´)XWXUXP�)OXLGXP�µ�ZKRVH�LPDJH�UHVHPEOHV�D�*UHHN�DPSKRUD�IURP�RQH�YLHZ��DQG�D�
FXUYDFHRXV�ERGLO\�SURÀOH�IURP�DQRWKHU��&RORUHG�QHRQV�LQVWDOOHG�DERYH�WKH�SOD\IXO�SLHFHV�FUHDWH�WKH�LOOXVLRQ�RI�
/('�OLJKWV�WKDW�DUH�GULSSLQJ�RXW�RI�WKHLU�OLQHDU�IRUPV��DQG�FUHDWH�D�VXEWOH�VKLIW�LQ�FRORU�IURP�EOXH�WR�DTXDPDULQH�LQ�
WKH�PDLQ�JDOOHU\�VSDFH��7KH�VHFRQG�JDOOHU\�VSDFH�DEUXSWO\�VKLIWV�WR�ZDUP�UHG�OLJKWLQJ��DQG�GHYRLG�RI�DQ\�
DTXDULXPV�JLYHV�WKH�VSDFH�D�GU\�DQG�HDUWKHQ�IHHOLQJ��&HQWUDO�KHUH�LV�´&RQFKD�&ODYDWD�µ�D�ODUJH�RSHQ�YHVVHO�ÀOOHG�
ZLWK�D�VHULHV�RI�VSLN\�WHHWK��VXEWO\�UHIHUHQFLQJ�WKH�VDUODFF�VDQGSLW�FUHDWXUH�IURP�´6WDU�:DUV�µ�7KLV�VKLIW�LQ�HQHUJ\�
EHWZHHQ�ERWK�JDOOHU\�VSDFHV�³�IURP�ÁXLG�DQG�SHDFHIXO�WR�FUXVW\�DQG�VRPHZKDW�WKUHDWHQLQJ�³¬OHQG�DQ�RPLQRXV�
RYHUWRQH�WR�WKH�H[KLELWLRQ·V�RYHUDOO�VRRWKLQJ�QDWXUH��SHUKDSV�DOOXGLQJ�WR�WKH�HYHQWXDO�SRWHQWLDO�RI�D�ZRUOG�GHYRLG�
RI�KXPDQV��LQ�ZKLFK�ÁRUD�DQG�IDXQD�VORZO\�UHKDELOLWDWH�WKH�DUWLIDFWV�OHIW�EHKLQG��
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Cammie Staros, “What Will Have Being,” installation view. Image courtesy of the artist and Shulamit Nazarian, Los Angeles. Photo by Morgan Waltz.

While visiting the gallery and staring at a happy goldfish bubbling around, I talked to Staros about her use of
ancient vessel shapes. “Relics and ruins have this amazing�ability to both take us into the past and also raise
questions about the future of today’s objects,” Staros explained. “I started to think about The Met or The British
Museum�abandoned and reclaimed by nature over time.” The practice of museum collecting is one that Staros
muses on often, considering "the idea of how we got to contemporary�art, that art history is not neutral, and it
adds to the creation of influential lineages along the way -- both ones that are perhaps overly celebrated and others
often excluded.�I try to touch on that narrative quality of history-telling with references to Greek antiquities
because I think those artifacts serve almost as an origin story of Western art�KLVWRU\���:KLOH�PXVHXP�FROOHFWLRQV�
ODUJHO\�VLW�TXLHWO\�LQ�VWRUDJH�RU�H[KLELWLRQ�VSDFHV��6WDURV�ZDQWHG�KHU�YHVVHOV�WR�EH�IUXLWIXO�DQG�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKHLU�
HQYLURQPHQWV��6KH�VD\V���,�ZDV�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�ZKDW�FRXOG�KDSSHQ�DIWHU�SROLWLFDO�RU�FOLPDWH�FULVHV��EXW�,�DOVR�
ZDQWHG�WR�PDNH�FHUDPLFV�WKDW�,�FRXOG�ÀOO�ZLWK�ZDWHU�DQG�OLIH�VR�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�D�JHQHUDWLYH�DVSHFW�WR�WKHP��DQG�
IHHO�OLNH�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�LV�IHUWLOH�DQG�DOLYH�µ
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